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before the congress met, by the contracting diplomatists. That, as has been seen, was only in accordance with the orthodox tradition. To the Gladstonian Foreign Secretary of 1880 fell the task of insuring the execution of the Berlin conditions that affected Montenegro. The Derby policy of the earlier epoch had been, from one point of view, defined by the Prime Minister, as not dependent on the will of England's neighbours. "Russian aggression and menace," said Disraeli, just before he left the Lower House in 1876, "are to be resisted, not in the interests of Turkey, for whom we are not responsible, but for the purpose of maintaining the Empire of England." As from Pitt and Canning to Aberdeen and Palmerston so under Disraeli the main object of our Foreign Office was to secure the inviolability of the route to India. British diplomacy could not prevent the Russian support of Servia; it did, however, effectually neutralise the Russian suggestion to Austria of a joint occupation of Turkey and the advance of the fleets into the Bos-phorus. The Constantinople Conference of 1877 failed; the Russian representative, General Ignatieff, closed the door on its sittings with a threat. British statesmanship persevered in preserving the Concert; it secured Gort-schakoff's signature in London (3ist March 1877) of a protocol pledging the Powers to reforms in European Turkey. The diplomatic blunder vitiating the London protocol of 1877 was the failure to include in it the Porte itself as one of the signatories to the 1856 treaty. In 1878 came the war which left victorious Russia as it seemed with Constantinople at her feet. The first objection to the Treaty of San Stefano proceeded before the Berlin Congress from Derby. As an attempt, he said,